The Corpus and the Language Learner
Exercise 1
The aim here is to produce something you can show others attending this course. Choose one of the tasks below, construct an exercise, then take it to another group to show it and get feedback. You could take it over on a memory stick or instead invite the other group over to your desk to see the exercise and try it out. 
1. Choose pairs of words which may be problematic for your learners (teach/learn; in time/on time; by 6 o’clock/till 6 o’clock are ideas but feel free to consider French, German, Spanish etc.) and construct an exercise similar to that of Tim Johns at http://www.eisu2.bham.ac.uk/johnstf/revis008.htm. You’ll probably be using Concord with a couple of different search-words separated with a slash (/).
2. With a different set of words (e.g. modal verbs, certain prepositions) create an exercise with blanks (check out “blanking” in the WordSmith help). Ensure that you include only lines which most learners of a given level would probably manage.

Ask your neighbour(s) to decide whether your exercise is really “data-driven learning” (where the student learns from the (teacher-supplied) examples and not from your teacher-supplied explanation).

Exercise 2

· Which aspects of English have struck you this week (outside the course, or in sessions we have held, or in reading webpages etc.)? For an advanced language learner what might be the implications of what you have been noticing?

· List several features of software using corpora which would help ELT teachers and students, if they were willing and able to use such software.

· Can you think of ways of making the corpus itself much more multi-media?
· What about an easier sort of WordSmith for the student? 
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