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Combining a theoretical study with a practical dictionary, the monograph sets out to explore the largest
group among prepositions (in both English and Czech): complex prepositions of the PNP type, including
such well-known sequences as in spite of, on behalf of, in front of, but also the less common ones, in line
with, under the grip of, within the realm of, etc. A fraction of them can be found in general dictionaries,
though practically none is labelled as a preposition. The reason for this is, as the study shows, that they
form a continuum between grammatical and lexical sequences (sometimes ad hoc, with no clear bound-
aries to separate the two), bridging the gap between the closed-class function words and lexical phrases. The study concentrates on the entire
scale of the gradience, using three criteria for inclusion: substitutability with a standard preposition, collocational nature of the sequence and
prepositional phrase function of the PNPN phrase.

The English-Czech dictionary included in the book offers probably the largest collection ever of these versatile stylistic devices, presented alpha-
betically according to the noun (together with sentential examples) and supplemented with their classification into 25 semantic categories and
two lists, alphabetical and bilingual.

The author has published several other books on translation-related issues: the monograph The Noun in Translation. A Czech-English Con-
trastive Study (Karolinum) and two Czech-English dictionaries of collocations (noun-verb, noun-adjective).
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