Pose

This Kibbitzer is based on the thesis of a Chinese-speaking postgraduate student of

metallurgy:

Original

Revisions

Heavy metals can pose acute, | Heavy metals can create acute, chronic and latent
chronic and latent toxicities toxicities or inhibitory effects in living organisms ...

or inhibitory effects in living

organisms ... Heavy metals can pose problems of acute, chronic and
latent toxicities or inhibitory effects in living organisms

What attracted attention in the original drafting was the collocation between pose and the
nouns toxicities and effects. A quick check (confirmed later by a more extensive search)
indicated that pose takes as objects a limited set of general nouns within a restricted semantic
field, notably threat, problem, and question:
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We could find no examples of nouns denoting specific problems such as toxicity, nor any
examples of nouns outside the semantic area of problem such as effect.

In the light of this evidence, it appeared appropriate to redraft the original. Two strategies

seemed possible:

e To find a verb to replace pose. The one I suggested in the course of the consultation
was create. An alternative, of course, was cause (Kibbitzer 24), which has appropriate

negative connotations.

o To retain pose, but to insert problem after it in order to reclassify the following
nouns. (c.f. citation 9). The second revision shows the result of employing this

strategy.
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