Predominate

This Kibbitzer is based on a summary by a Greek-speaking postgraduate student of

Physiology:

Original

In the early stages of an acute inflammatory immune
response, neurophils predominate the phagocytic cell

species recruited to the site.

Revision

In the early stages of an acute inflammatory im
response, neurophils predominate among the
phagocytic cell species recruited to the site.

As shown by citations 1 - 8, predominate is not a Transitive verb: it cannot be followed by an
Object, but can be followed by a Prepositional Phrase constructed with among, in, over etc.
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The verb dominate may be used intransitively, with a meaning close to predominate (see

citations 9 - 12):
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However, dominate is most often used transitively as in the following citations:
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That raises the question: could not the transitive dominate be used in place of predominate in

the student's text? Unfortunately there is a difference in meaning as shown by the citations:
Predominate means something like 'is important because it outnumbers the others.
Dominate means something lime 'is important because it controls the others.

Here there is no implication that the neurophils control the other phagocytes, so dominate is

inappropriate.
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